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EMBASSY CHECKED WITH WATANABE (DIRECTOR, SECOND INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DIVISION, FONOFF) MARCH 14 ON 
STATUS OF GOJ CONSIDERATION OF EMBASSY'S MARCH 7 PRE- 
SENTATION ON HANDLING OF QTE AUSTRALIAN 
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AMENDMENT UNQTE AT JUNE IWC MEETING. WATANABE REPORTED 
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THAT FISHERIES AGENCY IS QTE EARNESTLY STUDYING UNQTE 
US VIEWS AND REQUESTS. WHILE NO DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED, 

WATANABE EXPRESSED, ON PERSONAL BASIS, GUARDED OPTIMISM THAT 
GOJ MIGHT BE ABLE TO MAKE QTE POSITIVE UNQTE RESPONSE. 

IN REPLY TO EMBASSY'S URGING OF EARLY RESPONSE, WATANABE 
STATED HIS EXPECTATION THAT GOJ WOULD BE ABLE 
TO REPLY BY END OF MARCH, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS NOT BY 
MARCH 21. 

HODGSON 
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